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A communication control apparatus that controls, in a second
communication device, datacommunication from a first com-
munication device to the second communication device, the
second communication device transferring data received
from the first communication device to a third communica-
tion device, the communication control apparatus including a
first obtaining section that obtains a permitted reproduction
period of the second communication device, this period being
a period during which reproduction of data identical to lost
data is permitted, a second obtaining section that obtains a
first recovery period used for recovery of the lost data in the
third communication device, and a control section that con-
trols loss recovery processing in the second communication
device, the lost data being recovered by the second commu-
nication device within a time difference that is a period
obtained by subtracting the first recovery period from the
permitted reproduction period.
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COMMUNICATION CONTROL APPARATTUS,
COMMUNICATION CONTROL METHOD,
AND COMPUTER-READABLE
NON-TRANSITORY RECORDING MEDIUM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present disclosure relates to a communication control
apparatus, a communication control method, and a computer-
readable non-transitory recording medium with which recov-
ery of data lost in the middle of a communication path is
controlled.

2. Description of the Related Art

In order to recover data loss during data communication, a
retransmission request message, which is a message that
requests retransmission of a packet identical to a lost packet,
is transmitted from a reception device to a transmission
device, for example. The transmission device that has
received the retransmission request message retransmits the
packet identical to the lost packet to thereby recover packet
loss (data loss).

However, in the case where a reception device (second
communication device) that has received data from a trans-
mission device (first communication device) further transfers
the data to another reception device (third communication
device), the third communication device may not be able to
appropriately recover data loss.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

One non-limiting and exemplary embodiment provides a
communication control apparatus that is able to appropriately
recover data loss in the case where the second communication
device that has received data from the first communication
device transfers the data to the third communication device.

Additional benefits and advantages of the disclosed
embodiments will be apparent from the specification and
figures. The benefits and/or advantages may be individually
provided by the various embodiments and features of the
specification and drawings disclosure, and need not all be
provided in order to obtain one or more of the same.

In one general aspect, the techniques disclosed here fea-
ture: a communication control apparatus that controls, in a
second communication device, data communication from a
first communication device to the second communication
device, the second communication device transferring data
received from the first communication device to a third com-
munication device, the communication control apparatus
including a first obtaining section, a second obtaining section,
and a control section. The first obtaining section is configured
to obtain a permitted reproduction period of the second com-
munication device, the permitted reproduction period being a
time period from a time when the second communication
device receives data subsequent to lost data until a time up to
which reproduction of data identical to the lost data is per-
mitted. The second obtaining section is configured to obtain a
first recovery period used for recovery of the lost data in the
third communication device. The control section is config-
ured to control loss recovery processing in the second com-
munication device, the lost data being recovered by the sec-
ond communication device within a time difference that is a
period obtained by subtracting the first recovery period from
the permitted reproduction period.

Note that general and specific aspects including the above-
described aspect may be implemented in a form of a system,
a method, an integrated circuit, a computer program, or a
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2

computer-readable recording medium, such as a compact
disk read-only memory (CD-ROM), or may be implemented
using any combination of a system, a method, an integrated
circuit, a computer program, and a recording medium.

The communication control apparatus according to one
aspect of the present disclosure is able to appropriately
recover data loss in the case where the second communication
device that has received data from the first communication
device transfers the data to the third communication device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A is a diagram for describing data loss during data
communication.

FIG. 1B is a diagram for describing automatic retransmis-
sion request (ARQ).

FIG. 1C is a diagram for describing ARQ.

FIG. 2A is a diagram for describing retransmission of data
identical to lost data.

FIG. 2B is a diagram for describing retransmission of data
identical to lost data.

FIG. 2C is a diagram for describing a plurality of times of
retransmission of data identical to lost data.

FIGS. 3A and 3B are diagrams for describing application
layer multicast (ALM).

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an overview of retransmis-
sion operations to be performed in the case where data is
transmitted using ALM.

FIG. 5 is a diagram for describing an example in which a
sufficient recovery rate is unable to be attained in a reception
device that is a transfer destination in the case where data is
transmitted using ALM.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of a com-
munication system according to a first embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of a com-
munication control apparatus according to the first and sec-
ond embodiments.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating processing operations
performed by a transfer device according to the first embodi-
ment.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating processing operations
performed by the communication control apparatus accord-
ing to the first and second embodiments.

FIG. 10 is a diagram for describing an example of process-
ing operations performed by the communication control
apparatus.

FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of a com-
munication system according to the second embodiment.

FIG. 12 is a diagram for describing operations performed
by a communication control apparatus according to the sec-
ond embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Background Findings Related to Disclosure

Data loss may occur on a communication path during data
communication. For example, as illustrated in FIG. 1A, in the
case of transmitting and receiving video and/or audio data
over the Internet, loss of video and/or audio data (packet loss)
may occur. In such a case, images and/or sounds reproduced
by a receiver may be distorted. As a method of preventing
such distortion of images and/or sounds, ARQ has been avail-
able.

FIGS. 1B and 1C are diagrams for describing ARQ. In
ARQ, areception device 12 requests a transmission device 11
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to retransmit data identical to lost data (FIG. 1B), and the
transmission device 11 retransmits the data identical to the
lost data to the reception device 12 (FIG. 1C).

FIGS. 2A and 2B are diagrams for describing retransmis-
sion of data identical to lost data. In FIGS. 2A and 2B, data
packets respectively having the sequence numbers “0” to “2”
are transmitted, and loss of the data packet having the
sequence number “1” occurs. Then, a retransmission request
message that requests retransmission of the data packet hav-
ing the sequence number “1” is transmitted from the recep-
tion device 12 to the transmission device 11.

Data identical to lost data which is retransmitted in
response to the retransmission request message (hereinafter
referred to as “retransmission data”) (i) may arrive at the
reception device 12 without being lost (FIG. 2A) or (ii) may
be lost again and may not arrive at the reception device 12
(FIG. 2B). Taking into consideration such loss of retransmis-
sion data, it is effective to transmit the retransmission data a
plurality of times until the retransmission data arrives at the
reception device 12 as illustrated in FIG. 2C.

However, in the case of transmitting retransmission data a
plurality of times as described above, it is difficult to appro-
priately control the number of transmission trials. For
example, if the number of transmission trials is too large,
extra traffic is generated in the network. On the other hand, if
the number of transmission trials is too small, failure of data
loss recovery may occur. Accordingly, the number of retrans-
mission trials may be adjusted so as to be appropriate for the
reception status of data received from the network.

Japanese Patent No. 3871661 shows that a retransmission
request is repeatedly transmitted at a retransmission request
interval determined on the basis of a buffering time so that the
number of repetitions does not exceed the maximum number
of retransmission trials. Japanese Patent No. 4699187 shows
that the number of transmission trials and the interval
between transmissions of a retransmission request for achiev-
ing an inputted permitted loss rate are determined on the basis
of'the delay time in a receiver. Japanese Patent No. 5117512
shows that the retransmission limit number of each packet is
determined on the basis of a desired reception success prob-
ability that is appropriate for the characteristic of each packet
(I packet, P packet, or the like).

Any of the above-mentioned writings show that retrans-
mission of data identical to lost data is performed so that the
data loss is recovered within the permitted reproduction
period of the reception device. Therefore, even in the case of
occurrence of data loss, the reception device is able to repro-
duce data without any problem basically.

However, in the case where a reception device (transfer
source) transfers data received from a transmission device to
another reception device (transfer destination), data loss may
not be appropriately recovered in the transfer destination. For
example, in the case where data is transferred using ALM, a
sufficient recovery rate may not be attained in a reception
device that is a grandchild node. Note that ALM is a technique
in which each reception device duplicates and transfers data
to thereby efficiently transmit data from one transmission
device to a plurality of reception devices.

FIGS. 3A and 3B illustrate an overview of ALM. As illus-
trated in FIG. 3A, data is transmitted from the transmission
device 11 to a plurality of reception devices 12 to 17 over the
Internet. In this case, in ALM, the data is transmitted along a
data delivery tree formed by virtual links as illustrated in FIG.
3B.

Here, an overview of retransmission operations to be per-
formed in the case where data is transmitted using ALM will
be described with reference to FIG. 4.
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In ALM, first, data arrives at a reception device (N2) from
a transmission device (N1), the reception device (N2) being
directly connected to the transmission device (N1) logically.
The data is thereafter transferred from the reception device
(N2) to another reception device (N3).

In such circumstances, packets respectively having the
sequence numbers “0” to “2” are transmitted from the trans-
mission device (N1) to the reception device (N2) and there-
after to the reception device (N3) in FIG. 4. In this case, the
packet having the sequence number “1” is lost in the section
between the transmission device (N1) and the reception
device (N2) (hereinafter referred to as “section N1-N2”). A
similar section will be referred to in a similar manner here-
inafter.

Here, when loss of the packet having the sequence number
“1” is detected, the reception device (N2) transmits a retrans-
mission request message to the transmission device (N1),
which is a transmission source of the packet. When the trans-
mission device (N1) receives the retransmission request mes-
sage, the transmission device (N1) retransmits the packet
having the sequence number “1” to the reception device (N2).
As a result, the reception device (N2) is able to obtain all of
the packets respectively having the sequence numbers “0” to
“2” and is able to completely restore the lost data.

The reception device (N3) also detects loss of the packet
having the sequence number “1” because the packet having
the sequence number “1” does not arrive at the reception
device (N3) at an originally expected time (as the reception
device (N2) is unable to transfer the packet).

Accordingly, the reception device (N3) also transmits a
retransmission request message to the reception device (N2)
that is a transfer source similarly to the reception device (N2).
When the reception device (N2) receives the retransmission
request message, the reception device (N2) transmits the
packet having the sequence number “1” to the reception
device (N3). As a result, the reception device (N3) is also able
to obtain all of the packets respectively having the sequence
numbers “0” to “2”.

Here, an example will be described with reference to FIG.
5 in which a sufficient recovery rate is unable to be attained in
a reception device that is a transfer destination in the case
where data is transmitted using ALM.

In FIG. 5, the packet having the sequence number “1” is
lost in the section N1-N2 as illustrated in FIG. 4. Here, it is
assumed that the data loss rate of the section N1-N2 is equal
to the data loss rate of the section N2-N3 (for example, 1%).
Then, the number of retransmission trials of data identical to
lost data needed for recovery of data loss (the number of
transmission trials of a retransmission request message) is
determined in accordance with the data loss rate (the number
of retransmission trials is three in FIG. 5).

Accordingly, the reception device (N2) and the reception
device (N3) transmit retransmission request messages to the
respective transmission sources a number of times equal to
the number of retransmission trials (three times in FIG. 5) as
illustrated in FIG. 5. Here, the transmission device (N1) has
retained data identical to lost data requested from the recep-
tion device (N2). Therefore, the transmission device (N1) is
able to transmit the data identical to the lost data in response
to each of the received retransmission request messages.

On the other hand, the reception device (N2) is unable to
retain the data identical to the lost data unless the reception
device (N2) receives the data identical to the lost data from the
transmission device (N1 ). Therefore, even if the reception
device (N2) receives a retransmission request message from
the reception device (N3), the reception device (N2) is unable
to transmit the data identical to the lost data to the reception
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device (N3) until the reception device (N2) receives the data
identical to the lost data from the transmission device (N1).
That is, although the reception device (N2) has received a
retransmission request message from the reception device
(N3) three times, the reception device (N2) is able to transmit
the data identical to the lost data only once. In other words, the
time (available time) that can be effectively used by the recep-
tion device (N3) that is a transfer destination for recovery of
data loss is shorter than the available time of the reception
device (N2) that is a transfer source. Consequently, the data
identical to the lost data is not transmitted to the reception
device (N3) that is a transfer destination a number of times
equal to the determined number of retransmission trials.
Therefore, a sufficient recovery rate is unable to be attained in
the reception device (N3).

Accordingly, a communication control apparatus accord-
ing to one aspect of the present disclosure is a communication
control apparatus that controls, in a second communication
device, data communication from a first communication
device to the second communication device, the second com-
munication device transferring data received from the first
communication device to a third communication device, the
communication control apparatus including a first obtaining
section, a second obtaining section, and a control section. The
first obtaining section is configured to obtain a permitted
reproduction period of the second communication device, the
permitted reproduction period being a time period from a
time when the second communication device receives data
subsequent to lost data until a time up to which reproduction
of data identical to the lost data is permitted. The second
obtaining section is configured to obtain a first recovery
period used for recovery of the lost data in the third commu-
nication device. The control section is configured to control
loss recovery processing in the second communication
device, the lost data being recovered by the second commu-
nication device within a time difference that is a period
obtained by subtracting the first recovery period from the
permitted reproduction period.

According to the configuration described above, loss
recovery processing in the second communication device can
be controlled so that data loss is recovered in the second
communication device within the time difference between the
permitted reproduction period of the second communication
device, which is a transfer source, and the recovery period of
the third communication device, which is a transfer destina-
tion. Therefore, it is possible to recover the data loss in the
second communication device while a time needed for recov-
ery of the lost data in the third communication device is
secured. That is, in the case where the second communication
device that has received data from the first communication
device transfers the data to the third communication device, it
is possible to appropriately recover data loss. For example, in
the case of delivering video and/or audio data using, for
example, ALM, it is possible to efficiently recover loss of a
packet of video and/or audio data occurring in the Internet and
it is possible to improve the reproduction quality of images
and/or sounds.

For example, the control section may control the loss
recovery processing in the second communication device by
controlling, in accordance with the time difference, an inter-
val between transmissions of a retransmission request mes-
sage that requests retransmission of the data identical to the
lost data in the case where the retransmission request message
is repeatedly transmitted from the second communication
device to the first communication device.

According to the configuration described above, the inter-
val between transmissions of a retransmission request mes-
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6

sage can be controlled in accordance with the time difference.
Therefore, the number of transmission trials of a retransmis-
sion request message (the number of request trials) need not
be changed in order to recover data loss within the time
difference. As a result, it is possible to secure the number of
transmission trials of a retransmission request message (the
number of request trials) needed for recovery of lost data
regardless of the time difference, and data loss can be appro-
priately recovered in the second communication device.

For example, the communication control apparatus may
further include a determination section configured to deter-
mine a number of request trials, which is a number of trans-
mission trials of the retransmission request message to be
transmitted from the second communication device to the first
communication device, in accordance with a communication
status that indicates a frequency of occurrence of data loss
during data communication between the first communication
device and the second communication device. The control
section may control the interval between transmissions in
accordance with the time difference and the number of
request trials.

According to the configuration described above, the num-
ber of request trials can be determined in accordance with the
frequency of occurrence of data loss. Therefore, the number
of request trials needed for recovery of lost data can be appro-
priately determined in accordance with the communication
status.

For example, the data communication between the first
communication device and the second communication device
may be packet communication, the communication status
may include a packet loss rate in the packet communication
between the first communication device and the second com-
munication device, and the determination section may deter-
mine the number of request trials such that the number of
request trials becomes larger as the packet loss rate increases.

According to the configuration described above, the num-
ber of retransmission trials can be determined in accordance
with the packet loss rate, and it becomes possible to appro-
priately recover packet loss during packet communication.

For example, in a case where the number of request trials is
denoted by K1, the packet loss rate is denoted by LR1, and a
target value of a probability of the retransmitted data identical
to the lost data arriving at the second communication device
atleast once is denoted by a1, an expression, 1-(LR1)* zal,
may be satisfied.

According to the configuration described above, the num-
ber of retransmission trials can be determined so as to satisfy
the target value of the probability of data identical to lost data
arriving at the second communication device at least once,
and it becomes possible to appropriately recover packet loss
during packet communication.

For example, the data transferred from the second commu-
nication device to the third communication device may be
further transferred from the third communication device to a
fourth communication device, the second obtaining section
may further obtain a second recovery period used for recovery
of the lost data in the fourth communication device, and the
control section may control the loss recovery processing in
the second communication device so that the lost data is
recovered in the second communication device within a time
difference between the permitted reproduction period and the
sum of the first recovery period and the second recovery
period.

According to the configuration described above, in the case
where data is transferred from the transfer destination (third
communication device) to the fourth communication device,
loss recovery processing in the second communication device
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can be controlled so that data loss is recovered in the second
communication device within the time difference between the
permitted reproduction period of the second communication
device and the sum of the first recovery period of the third
communication device and the second recovery period of the
fourth communication device. Therefore, it is possible to
recover data loss in the second communication device while a
time available for recovery of the lost data is secured in the
third communication device and the fourth communication
device.

For example, the first obtaining section may further obtain
a permitted reproduction period of the third communication
device, and the control section may control the loss recovery
processing in the second communication device in accor-
dance with the permitted reproduction period of the third
communication device instead of the permitted reproduction
period of the second communication device in a case where
the permitted reproduction period of the third communication
device is shorter than the permitted reproduction period of the
second communication device.

According to the configuration described above, loss
recovery processing in the second communication device can
be controlled in accordance with the permitted reproduction
period of the third communication device instead of the per-
mitted reproduction period of the second communication
device in the case where the permitted reproduction period of
the third communication device is shorter than the permitted
reproduction period of the second communication device.
Therefore, it is possible to more appropriately secure a time
needed for recovery of lost data in the third communication
device.

Hereinafter, embodiments will be specifically described
with reference to the drawings, however, needless detailed
description may be omitted. For example, detailed descrip-
tion of a well-known matter or duplicated description of the
substantially same configurations may be omitted in order to
avoid needlessly lengthy description being given below and
to facilitate understanding of those skilled in the art.

Embodiments described hereinafter indicate specific or
generic examples of the present disclosure. The values,
shapes, materials, constituent elements, positions and con-
nections of the constituent elements, steps, and orders of the
steps indicated in Embodiments are examples, and do not
limit the present disclosure. The constituent elements in
Embodiments that are not described in independent Claims
that describe the most generic concept of the present disclo-
sure are described as arbitrary constituent elements.

First Embodiment
Configuration
Configuration of Communication System

FIG. 6 illustrates a configuration of a communication sys-
tem according to a first embodiment. FIG. 6 illustrates a
remote display system in which video and/or audio data are
transmitted and received, as an example of the communica-
tion system. The remote display system includes an input
device 10, output devices 20 and 30, a transmission device
100, a transfer device 200 that includes a communication
control apparatus 210, and a reception device 300.

The input device 10 transmits video and/or audio data to
the transmission device 100. The input device 10 is, for
example, a digital video camera, a digital still camera, a voice
recorder, a smartphone, or a tablet computer.

The transmission device 100 is an example of the first
communication device. Specifically, the transmission device
100 is, for example, a personal computer, a smartphone, a
tablet computer, or a communication adapter. The transmis-
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sion device 100 transmits video and/or audio data to the
transfer device 200 over the Internet.

The transfer device 200 is an example of the second com-
munication device. Specifically, the transfer device 200 is, for
example, a personal computer, a set top box, a disc player or
a recorder, or a communication adapter. The transfer device
200 transmits to the output device 20 video and/or audio
signals obtained by reproducing received video and/or audio
data that has been transmitted from the transmission device
100. Furthermore, the transfer device 200 transfers to the
reception device 300 the received video and/or audio data that
has been transmitted from the transmission device 100.

The reception device 300 is an example of the third com-
munication device. Specifically, the reception device 300 is,
for example, a personal computer, a set top box, a disc player
or a recorder, or a communication adapter. The reception
device 300 transmits to the output device 30 video and/or
audio signals obtained by reproducing video and/or audio
data received from the transfer device 200.

The output devices 20 and 30 output images, sounds, or
both images and sounds on the basis of video and/or audio
signals. The output devices 20 and 30 are, for example, tele-
visions, personal computers, smartphones, or tablet comput-
ers.

Next, configurations of the transmission device 100, the
transfer device 200, and the reception device 300 in this
embodiment will be described in further detail.
Configuration of Transmission Device

The transmission device 100 includes a transmission sec-
tion 101, a reception section 102, and a retransmission control
section 103.

The transmission section 101 transmits video and/or audio
data obtained from the input device 10 to the transfer device
200 over the Internet. Specifically, the transmission section
101 first transmits video and/or audio data (original data). The
transmission section 101 transmits video and/or audio data
(retransmission data) as instructed by the retransmission con-
trol section 103.

The reception section 102 receives a retransmission
request message from the transfer device 200. Then, the
reception section 102 communicates the retransmission
request message to the retransmission control section 103.
The retransmission request message is a message that
requests retransmission of data identical to lost data.

In the case where a retransmission request message has
been received, the retransmission control section 103 retrans-
mits data identical to lost data to the transfer device 200 via
the transmission section 101. For example, the retransmission
control section 103 retransmits a packet corresponding to the
lost data among a plurality of packets retained in the trans-
mission section 101 or a buffer memory (not illustrated).
Configuration of Transfer Device

The transfer device 200 includes a reception section 201, a
transfer section 202, a measurement section 203, a transmis-
sion section 204, and the communication control apparatus
210.

The reception section 201 receives video and/or audio data
from the transmission device 100. The reception section 201
transmits the received video and/or audio data to the transfer
section 202. Furthermore, the reception section 201 transmits
video and/or audio signals obtained by reproducing the
received video and/or audio data to the output device 20. For
example, the reception section 201 generates video and/or
audio signals by decoding coded video and/or audio data and
transmits the generated video and/or audio signals to the
output device 20.
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The reception section 201 communicates information used
to measure the communication status to the measurement
section 203. The communication status indicates the fre-
quency of occurrence of data loss during data communication
between the transmission device 100 and the transfer device
200. For example, in the case where data communication
between the transmission device 100 and the transfer device
200 is packet communication, the communication status may
include the packet loss rate. In this case, the reception section
201 communicates the sequence numbers of a plurality of
packets received from the transmission device 100 to the
measurement section 203 as information used to measure the
communication status, for example.

The transfer section 202 transfers video and/or audio data
obtained from the reception section 201 to the reception
device 300. In the case where the transfer section 202 has
received a retransmission request message from the reception
device 300, the transfer section 202 transmits or retransmits
data identical to lost data to the reception device 300. How-
ever, in the case where the data identical to the lost data has
not been received from the transmission device 100, the trans-
fer section 202 does not transmit or retransmit the data iden-
tical to the lost data to the reception device 300.

The measurement section 203 measures the communica-
tion status that indicates the frequency of occurrence of data
loss during data communication between the transmission
device 100 and the transfer device 200. Specifically, the mea-
surement section 203 calculates the number oflost packets on
the basis of the order of the sequence numbers of a plurality of
packets that have arrived from the transmission device 100,
for example. Then, the measurement section 203 measures
the communication status by using the ratio of the number of
lost packets to the total number of packets (the sum of the
number of lost packets and the number of arrived packets) as
the communication status, for example. Hereinafter, the ratio
of'the number of lost packets to the total number of packets is
referred to as “packet loss rate”.

The transmission section 204 transmits a retransmission
request message to the transmission device 100 as instructed
by the communication control apparatus 210. For example,
the transmission section 204 repeatedly transmits a retrans-
mission request message at an interval between transmissions
determined by the communication control apparatus 210 until
the number of repetitions reaches the number of request trials.

The communication control apparatus 210 controls recov-
ery processing of recovering lost data during data communi-
cation from the transmission device 100 (first communication
device) to the transfer device 200 (second communication
device). The detailed configuration of the communication
control apparatus 210 will be described below.
Configuration of Communication Control Apparatus

FIG. 7 illustrates a configuration of the communication
control apparatus 210 according to the first embodiment. The
communication control apparatus 210 includes a first obtain-
ing section 211, a second obtaining section 212, a determi-
nation section 213, and a control section 214.

The first obtaining section 211 obtains a permitted repro-
duction period of the transfer device 200. A permitted repro-
duction period is a time period from the time when data
subsequent to lost data is received until the time up to which
a delay in reproduction of data identical to the lost data is
permitted. That is, the permitted reproduction period is a time
period from the time when data loss is detected until the time
up to which a delay in reproduction of data relating to the loss
is permitted.

For example, the first obtaining section 211 may obtain the
permitted reproduction period via an input device (not illus-
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trated). Alternatively, the first obtaining section 211 may
obtain the permitted reproduction period from a device out-
side the transfer device 200, for example.

The second obtaining section 212 obtains a recovery period
used for recovery of lost data in the reception device 300. A
recovery period is a time period needed to receive data iden-
tical to lost data which is retransmitted in response to a
retransmission request message. For example, in the case
where a retransmission request message is transmitted a plu-
rality of times, the recovery period is a time period needed to
receive retransmitted data identical to lost data the plurality of
times.

For example, the second obtaining section 212 obtains the
recovery period from the reception device 300. Alternatively,
the second obtaining section 212 may obtain the recovery
period of the reception device 300 from a monitoring server
that monitors the communication, for example.

The determination section 213 determines the number of
request trials, which is the number of transmission trials of a
retransmission request message to be transmitted from the
transfer device 200 to the transmission device 100, in accor-
dance with the communication status that indicates the fre-
quency of occurrence of data loss during data communication
between the transmission device 100 and the transfer device
200. For example, the determination section 213 determines
the number of request trials such that the number of request
trials becomes larger as the frequency of data loss indicated
by the communication status increases. Specifically, in the
case where data communication between the transmission
device 100 and the transfer device 200 is packet communica-
tion and the communication status includes the packet loss
rate, for example, the determination section 213 determines
the number of request trials such that the number of request
trials becomes larger as the packet loss rate increases.

The control section 214 controls loss recovery processing
in the transfer device 200 so that data loss is recovered in the
transfer device 200 within a time difference between the
permitted reproduction period and the recovery period (here-
inafter referred to as “permitted recovery time”). Specifically,
the control section 214 controls the interval between trans-
missions of a retransmission request message that requests
retransmission of data identical to lost data in the case where
the retransmission request message is repeatedly transmitted
from the transfer device 200 to the transmission device 100, in
accordance with the permitted recovery time to thereby con-
trol loss recovery processing in the transfer device 200. That
is, the control section 214 controls the interval between trans-
missions of a retransmission request message so that trans-
mission processing of transmitting a retransmission request
message and reception processing of receiving retransmitted
data identical to lost data are completed within the permitted
recovery time.

Here, the control section 214 controls the interval between
transmissions of a retransmission request message in accor-
dance with the time difference between the permitted repro-
duction period and the recovery period (permitted recovery
time) and the number of request trials determined by the
determination section 213. Specifically, the control section
214 controls the interval between transmissions of a retrans-
mission request message such that the interval between trans-
missions becomes shorter as the permitted recovery time for
the number of request trials decreases.

Configuration of Reception Device

The reception device 300 includes a reception section 301,
a transmission section 302, and a notification section 303.

The reception section 301 receives video and/or audio data
from the transfer device 200. The reception section 301 trans-
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mits video and/or audio signals obtained by reproducing the
received video and/or audio data to the output device 30. For
example, the reception section 301 generates video and/or
audio signals by decoding coded video and/or audio data and
transmits the generated video and/or audio signals to the
output device 30.

The transmission section 302 transmits a retransmission
request message to the transfer device 200. For example, the
transmission section 302 repeatedly transmits a retransmis-
sion request message at an interval between transmissions
determined by a communication control apparatus (not illus-
trated) until the number of repetitions reaches the number of
request trials, similarly to the transmission section 204 of the
transfer device 200.

The notification section 303 communicates the recovery
period of the reception device 300 to the transfer device 200.
The notification section 303 need not directly communicate
the recovery period to the transfer device 200. For example,
the notification section 303 may communicate the recovery
period to a device that is different from the transfer device
200. In this case, the transfer device 200 may obtain the
recovery period of the reception device 300 from the device.
Operations

Next, operations performed by the transfer device 200
configured as described above will be described with refer-
ence to the drawings.

Operations Performed by Transfer Device

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating processing operations
performed by the transfer device 200 according to the first
embodiment.

First, the reception section 201 receives video and/or audio
data from the transmission device 100 (step S101). The mea-
surement section 203 measures the communication status
(step S102), and determines whether or not data loss has
occurred (step S103).

If data loss has not occurred (No in step S103), the flow
returns to step S101. For example, in the case where the
measurement section 203 has not detected loss of video and/
or audio data, the measurement section 203 keeps measuring
the communication status.

On the other hand, if data loss has occurred (Yes in step
S103), the communication control apparatus 210 controls
loss recovery processing (step S104), and the flow returns to
step S101. For example, in the case where the measurement
section 203 has detected loss of video and/or audio data, the
communication control apparatus 210 controls loss recovery
processing. Operations performed by the communication
control apparatus 210 in step S104 will be described with
reference to FIG. 9.

Operations Performed by Communication Control Apparatus

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating processing operations
performed by the communication control apparatus 210
according to the first embodiment. That is, FIG. 9 illustrates
the details of step S104 in FIG. 8. FIG. 10 is a diagram for
describing an example of processing operations performed by
the communication control apparatus 210. Hereinafter, the
flowchart in FIG. 9 will be described with reference to FIG.
10.

First, the first obtaining section 211 obtains the permitted
reproduction period (P2) of the transfer device 200 (step
S201). The permitted reproduction period (P2) that has been
obtained is inputted to the control section 214.

Next, the second obtaining section 212 obtains the recov-
ery period (R3) of the reception device 300 (step S202). The
recovery period (R3) that has been obtained is inputted to the
control section 214.
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The determination section 213 determines the number of
transmission trials of a retransmission request message (the
number of request trials) in accordance with the communica-
tion status (step S203). In FIG. 10, the determination section
213 determines the number of request trials to be three. The
number of request trials that has been determined is inputted
to the control section 214.

The control section 214 calculates the permitted recovery
time (T2) of the transfer device 200 by subtracting the recov-
ery period (R3) of the reception device 300 from the permit-
ted reproduction period (P2) of the transfer device 200 (step
S204).

The control section 214 controls the interval between trans-
missions of a retransmission request message to be transmit-
ted a number of times equal to the number of request trials
(three times in FIG. 10) so that data loss is recovered within
the permitted recovery time (T2) in the transfer device 200
(step S205). Specifically, in FIG. 10, the interval between
transmissions of a retransmission request message is con-
trolled so that a retransmission request message is transmitted
three times and a response (data identical to lost data) trans-
mitted in response to the retransmission request message
transmitted three times is received within the permitted
recovery time (T2).

Here, a specific example of processing performed in order
to determine the number of request trials in step S203 will be
described. In the specific example, data communication
between the transmission device 100 and the transfer device
200 is packet communication. Hereinafter, packetized lost
data is called a lost packet. The communication status
includes the packet loss rate LR1 in packet communication
from the transmission device 100 to the transfer device 200.

It is assumed that loss of a retransmission request message
is disregarded and the number of transmission trials of a
retransmission request message is equal to the number of
retransmission trials of data identical to lost data.

First, a method of calculating the number of retransmission
trials K1 (the number of request trials) needed for a retrans-
mitted packet identical to a lost packet to arrive at the transfer
device 200 atleast once will be described. The packet loss rate
LR1 is the probability of loss of a packet when the packet is
transmitted from the transmission device 100 to the transfer
device 200 once. Therefore, in the case where a packet is
transmitted K1 times, the probability of loss of the packet in
all cases is expressed by (LR1)*'. Accordingly, the determi-
nation section 213 calculates the number of retransmission
trials K1 so as to satisfy expression (1) below. More specifi-
cally, the determination section 213 calculates the minimum
value of the number of retransmission trials K1 that satisfies
expression (1) below. As a result, the number of retransmis-
sion trials K1 needed for a retransmitted packet identical to a
lost packet to arrive at the transfer device 200 at least once is
calculated.

1-(LRD%X=al 1)

Here, a1 is a target value of the probability (transmission
success rate) of a retransmitted packet identical to a lost
packet arriving at the transfer device 200 at least once. a.l
may be a predetermined value (for example, “0.999”). Alter-
natively, a1 may be determined adaptively in accordance
with the importance of the lost packet.

As described above, the communication control apparatus
210 according to this embodiment is able to control loss
recovery processing in the transfer device 200 so that data loss
is recovered in the transfer device 200 within the time differ-
ence between the permitted reproduction period of the trans-
fer device 200, which is a transfer source, and the recovery
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period of the reception device 300, which is a transfer desti-
nation. Therefore, the communication control apparatus 210
is able to recover data loss in the transfer device 200 while
securing a time needed for recovery of the lost data in the
reception device 300. That is, in the case where the transfer
device 200 that has received data from the transmission
device 100 transfers the data to the reception device 300, the
communication control apparatus 210 is able to appropriately
recover data loss.

Furthermore, the communication control apparatus 210
according to this embodiment is able to control the interval
between transmissions of a retransmission request message in
accordance with the time difference. Therefore, the commu-
nication control apparatus 210 need not change the number of
transmission trials of a retransmission request message (the
number of request trials) in order to recover data loss within
the time difference. As a result, the communication control
apparatus 210 is able to secure the number of transmission
trials of a retransmission request message (the number of
request trials) needed for recovery of lost data regardless of
the time difference, and is able to appropriately recover the
data loss in the transfer device 200.

Modified Example of First Embodiment

In the first embodiment described above, the communica-
tion control apparatus 210 controls loss recovery processing
in accordance with the permitted reproduction period of the
transfer device 200. However, the communication control
apparatus 210 may control loss recovery processing selec-
tively in accordance with the permitted reproduction period
of the transfer device 200 or the permitted reproduction
period of the reception device 300. A case where loss recov-
ery processing is controlled selectively in accordance with the
permitted reproduction period of the transter device 200 or
the permitted reproduction period of the reception device 300
will be described with reference to FIG. 10.

The first obtaining section 211 further obtains the permit-
ted reproduction period (P3) of the reception device 300 in
addition to the permitted reproduction period (P2) of the
transfer device 200. The control section 214 compares the
permitted reproduction period (P2) of the transfer device 200
with the permitted reproduction period (P3) of the reception
device 300.

If the permitted reproduction period (P3) of the reception
device 300 is shorter than the permitted reproduction period
(P2) of the transfer device 200, the control section 214 con-
trols loss recovery processing in the transfer device 200 in
accordance with the permitted reproduction period (P3) of the
reception device 300 instead of the permitted reproduction
period (P2) of the transfer device 200. That is, in the case
where the permitted reproduction period (P3) of the reception
device 300 is shorter than the permitted reproduction period
(P2) of the transfer device 200, the control section 214 con-
trols loss recovery processing in the transfer device 200 so
that data loss is recovered in the transfer device 200 within the
time difference between the permitted reproduction period
(P3) and the recovery period (R3) of the reception device 300.

As described above, the communication control apparatus
210 according to this modified example is able to control loss
recovery processing in the transfer device 200 in accordance
with the permitted reproduction period of the reception
device 300 instead of the permitted reproduction period of the
transfer device 200 in the case where the permitted reproduc-
tion period of the reception device 300 is shorter than the
permitted reproduction period of the transfer device 200.
Therefore, the communication control apparatus 210 is able
to more appropriately secure a time needed for recovery of
lost data in the reception device 300.
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Second Embodiment

Next, a second embodiment will be described. In this
embodiment, a case will be described where data transferred
from a transfer device to a reception device is further trans-
ferred from the reception device to another reception device.
That is, a case will be described where a transfer device
transfers data to a reception device (transfer device) that
corresponds to an internal node (anode that is not a leaf node).
Configuration

FIG. 11 illustrates a configuration of a communication
system according to the second embodiment. Note that the
configuration of each device is similar to the configuration of
the corresponding device in the first embodiment and there-
fore is not illustrated. In this embodiment, the reception
device 300 transfers data to a reception device 400. The
reception device 400 transmits video and/or audio signals to
an output device 40.

As illustrated in FIG. 7, a communication control appara-
tus 210a includes the first obtaining section 211, a second
obtaining section 212a, the determination section 213, and a
control section 214a.

The second obtaining section 212a further obtains the sec-
ond recovery period of the reception device 400 to which the
reception device 300 transfers data, in addition to the first
recovery period of the reception device 300 to which the
transfer device 200 transfers data. The reception device 400 is
an example of the fourth communication device.

The control section 2144 controls loss recovery processing
in the transfer device 200 so that data loss is recovered in the
transfer device 200 within the time difference between the
permitted reproduction period and the sum of the first recov-
ery period and the second recovery period.

Operations

Next, processing operations performed by the communi-
cation control apparatus 210a configured as described above
will be described with reference to FIGS. 9 and 12.

FIG. 12 is a diagram for describing operations performed
by the communication control apparatus 210a according to
the second embodiment.

After the permitted reproduction period (P2) has been
obtained, the second obtaining section 212a obtains the first
recovery period (R3) of the reception device 300 and the
second recovery period (R4) of the reception device 400 (step
S202a). The second recovery period (R4) is transmitted from
the reception device 400 to the reception device 300 and is
further transmitted from the reception device 300 to the trans-
fer device 200. The determination section 213 determines the
number of request trials (step S203).

The control section 214a calculates the permitted recovery
time (T2) by subtracting the sum of the first recovery period
(R3) and the second recovery period (R4) from the permitted
reproduction period (P2) (step S204a). The control section
214a thereafter controls the interval between transmissions of
a retransmission request message to be transmitted a number
of times equal to the number of request trials (three times in
FIG. 12) so that data loss is recovered within the permitted
recovery time (T2) (step S205).

As described above, the communication control apparatus
210a according to this embodiment is able to, in the case
where data is transferred to the reception device 400 from the
reception device 300 that has received the data from the
transfer device 200, control loss recovery processing in the
transfer device 200 so that data loss is recovered in the trans-
fer device 200 within the time difference between the permit-
ted reproduction period of the transfer device 200 and the sum
of'the first recovery period of the reception device 300 and the
second recovery period of the reception device 400. There-
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fore, the communication control apparatus 210q is able to
recover data loss in the transfer device 200 while securing a
time available for recovery of the lost data in the reception
device 300 and the reception device 400.

Other Embodiments

While acommunication control apparatus according to one
aspect or a plurality of aspects has been described with ref-
erence to embodiments, the present disclosure is not limited
to the embodiments. Various modifications to the embodi-
ments that may be conceived by those skilled in the art or an
embodiment configured by combining constituent elements
in different embodiments may be included in the scope of one
aspect or a plurality of aspects, without departing from the
essence of the present disclosure.

Hereinafter, other embodiments will all be described.

In the embodiments described above, an example of a case
has been described where data communication is communi-
cation performed over the Internet, however, the data com-
munication need not be communication performed over the
Internet. For example, the data communication may be com-
munication performed over a wired or wireless network, such
as a local area network or a wide area network. The data
communication may be mobile communication used by a
portable phone or the like. Furthermore, the data communi-
cation need not be packet communication.

In the embodiments described above, an example of a case
has been described where the communication system is a
remote display system, however, the communication system
need not be a remote display system. For example, the com-
munication system may be a system in which text data, image
data, program data, or the like is transmitted from the first
communication device to the second communication device.

In the embodiments described above, the communication
control apparatus is integrated into the transfer device, how-
ever, the communication control apparatus need not be inte-
grated into the transfer device. The communication control
apparatus may be configured as an apparatus provided sepa-
rately from the transfer device. For example, the communi-
cation control apparatus may be integrated into a server thatis
connected to a plurality of transfer devices over the network.
In such a case, the communication control apparatus may
control the plurality of transfer devices.

In the embodiments described above, the number of
request trials is determined in accordance with the commu-
nication status, however, the number of request trials need not
be determined in this way. For example, a retransmission
request message may be transmitted a number of times equal
to a predetermined number of request trials regardless of the
communication status. In this case, the communication con-
trol apparatus need not include the determination section.

In the embodiments described above, an example of a case
has been described where the communication status includes
the packet loss rate, however, the communication status need
not include the packet loss rate. That is, the communication
status may indirectly indicate the frequency of occurrence of
data loss. For example, the communication status may
include the congestion degree of the communication paths,
the communication load, information about occurrence of
communication failures, or the like.

In the embodiments described above, the number of
request trials is calculated so as to satisfy expression (1),
however, calculation need not necessarily be performed in
this way. The number of request trials may be calculated using
a function of the frequency of occurrence of data loss. The
number of request trials may be determined by referring to a
table in which the number of request trials that corresponds to
the frequency of occurrence of data loss is registered.
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Note that, in the embodiments described above, each con-
stituent element may be configured by using dedicated hard-
ware or by executing a software program applicable to each
constituent element. Each constituent element may be imple-
mented in such a manner that a program execution section,
such as a central processing unit (CPU), a processor, or the
like, reads and executes a software program recorded in a
recording medium, such as a hard disk, a semiconductor
memory, or the like. Here, software that implements the com-
munication control apparatuses or the like according to the
embodiments described above is a program as described
below.

That is, the program causes a computer to perform a com-
munication control method of controlling, in a second com-
munication device, recovery of lost data in data communica-
tion from a first communication device to the second
communication device, the second communication device
reproducing data received from the first communication
device and transferring the data to a third communication
device. The communication control method includes a first
obtaining step of obtaining a permitted reproduction period of
the second communication device, the permitted reproduc-
tion period being a time period from a time when data sub-
sequent to lost data is received until a time up to which
reproduction of data identical to the lost data is permitted, a
second obtaining step of obtaining a first recovery period used
for recovery of the lost data in the third communication
device, and a control step of controlling loss recovery pro-
cessing in the second communication device so that the lost
data is recovered in the second communication device within
a time difference between the permitted reproduction period
and the first recovery period.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The present disclosure is able to improve the reproduction
quality of images and/or sounds and therefore is applicable to,
for example, avideo conference system in which video and/or
audio data are transmitted and received.

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application claims the benefit of Japanese
Patent Application No. 2013-187927 filed on Sep. 11, 2013.
The entire disclosure of the above-identified application,
including the specification, drawings and claims, is incorpo-
rated herein by reference in its entirety.

What is claimed is:

1. A communication control apparatus that controls, in a
second communication device, data communication from a
first communication device to the second communication
device, the second communication device transferring data
received from the first communication device to a third com-
munication device, the communication control apparatus
comprising:

a first obtaining section configured to obtain a permitted
reproduction period of the second communication
device, the permitted reproduction period being a time
period from a time when the second communication
device receives data subsequent to lost data until a time
up to which reproduction of data identical to the lost data
is permitted;

a second obtaining section configured to obtain a first
recovery period used for recovery of the lost data in the
third communication device; and



US 9,306,824 B2

17

a control section configured to control loss recovery pro-
cessing in the second communication device, the lost
data being recovered by the second communication
device within a time difference that is a period obtained
by subtracting the first recovery period from the permit-
ted reproduction period.

2. The communication control apparatus according to

claim 1, wherein

the control section controls the loss recovery processing in
the second communication device by controlling, in
accordance with the time difference, an interval between
transmissions of a retransmission request message that
requests retransmission of the data identical to the lost
data in the case where the retransmission request mes-
sage is repeatedly transmitted from the second commu-
nication device to the first communication device.

3. The communication control apparatus according to

claim 2, further comprising:

a determination section configured to determine a number
ofrequest trials, which is a number of transmission trials
of the retransmission request message to be transmitted
from the second communication device to the first com-
munication device, in accordance with acommunication
status that indicates a frequency of occurrence of data
loss during data communication between the first com-
munication device and the second communication
device, wherein

the control section controls the interval between transmis-
sions in accordance with the time difference and the
number of request trials.

4. The communication control apparatus according to

claim 3, wherein

the data communication between the first communication
device and the second communication device is packet
communication,

the communication status includes a packet loss rate in the
packet communication between the first communication
device and the second communication device, and

the determination section determines the number of
request trials such that the number of request trials
becomes larger as the packet loss rate increases.

5. The communication control apparatus according to

claim 4, wherein

in a case where the number of request trials is denoted by
K1, the packet loss rate is denoted by LR1, and a target
value of a probability of the retransmitted data identical
to the lost data arriving at the second communication
device at least once is denoted by al, an expression,
1-(LR1*'zall, is satisfied.

6. The communication control apparatus according to

claim 5, wherein

the data transferred from the second communication
device to the third communication device is further
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transferred from the third communication device to a
fourth communication device,

the second obtaining section further obtains a second
recovery period used for recovery of the lost data in the
fourth communication device, and

the control section controls the loss recovery processing in
the second communication device so that the lost data is
recovered in the second communication device within a
time difference between the permitted reproduction
period and the sum of the first recovery period and the
second recovery period.

7. The communication control apparatus according to

claim 6, wherein

the first obtaining section further obtains a permitted repro-
duction period of the third communication device, and

the control section controls the loss recovery processing in
the second communication device in accordance with
the permitted reproduction period of the third commu-
nication device instead of the permitted reproduction
period of the second communication device in a case
where the permitted reproduction period of the third
communication device is shorter than the permitted
reproduction period of the second communication
device.

8. The communication control apparatus according to

claim 1,

the communication control apparatus being configured as
an integrated circuit.

9. A communication control method of controlling, in a
second communication device, data communication from a
first communication device to the second communication
device, the second communication device transferring data
received from the first communication device to a third com-
munication device, the communication control method com-
prising:

a first obtaining step of obtaining a permitted reproduction
period of the second communication device, the permit-
ted reproduction period being a time period from a time
when the second communication device receives data
subsequent to lost data until a time up to which repro-
duction of data identical to the lost data is permitted;

a second obtaining step of obtaining a first recovery period
used for recovery of the lost data in the third communi-
cation device; and

a control step of controlling loss recovery processing in the
second communication device, the lost data being recov-
ered by the second communication device within a time
difference that is a period obtained by subtracting the
first recovery period from the permitted reproduction
period.

10. A computer-readable non-transitory recording medium

recording a program that causes a computer to perform the
communication control method according to claim 9.
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